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Celebrate  With  Us 


Numismatists  of  Wisconsin 

is  incorporated  in  the  state  of  Wisconsin  as  a non-stock  nonprofit  tax  exempt  corporation. 

Your  contributions  are  tax  deductible 

The  objective  of  Numismatists  of  Wisconsin  is  to  encourage  and  promote  interest  in  numismatics,  to 
cultivate  friendly  relations  between  Wisconsin  coin  collectors  and  Wisconsin  coin  clubs,  and  to  encourage 
and  assist  new  numismatic  hobbyists.  All  resources  of  the  organization  shall  be  used  to  further  these 
objectives.  Dues  are  $5  per  year  and  entitles  participants  to  NOW  News,  this  quarterly  publication.  Among 
the  services  offered  are  coin  authentication,  a Speaker’s  Bureau,  show  calendar  coordination  and  guidelines 
to  assist  coin  clubs  hosting  the  annual  NOW  convention. 
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l.  President's 
Message 

£/  ^ i,^  by  Thad  Streeter 

Greetings  to  my  fellow  numismatists  of 
Wisconsin.  We  have  pretty  well  made  it 
through  the  winter  and  are  now  looking 
towards  spring.  If  you're  like  me,  you  can't 
wait  for  the  season  change  because  you  don't 
like  to  shovel,  salt  and  see  if  your  car  will 
make  it  safely  from  here  to  there. 

Winter  has  had  its  interests  though.  Even  if 
coin  shows  are  kind  of  scarce  here  in 
Wisconsin,  I'm  sure  that  some  of  us  have 
visited  a local  coin  dealer  or  two  to  pick  up  a 
special  gift  or  may  have  even  been  on  the 
receiving  end  of  that  coin  or  book.  Proof 
sets,  silver  rounds,  state  quarters  all  make 
nice  gifts  for  collectors  and  non-collectors 
alike.  If  a non-collector  doesn't  get  that  coin 
from  you,  who  else  will  be  thoughtful  enough 
to  give  them  something  that  they  will 
probably  keep  for  the  rest  of  their  life? 

I'm  sure  that  everyone  has  heard  the  hype 
about  the  "error"  on  the  Wisconsin  quarter. 
As  of  this  writing,  it  still  hasn't  been 
determined  if  it  is  an  error  or  variety.  You 
can  be  your  own  judge  until  the  experts  make 
the  final  determination.  To  me,  the  "error" 
seems  too  good  to  be  true.  Something  like 
that  is  usually  coming  off  of  Washington's 
nose  or  can  only  be  found  by  the  true 
believer  with  a glass.  My  apologies  to  those 
much  more  knowledgeable  than  me  on  the 
matter.  I just  don't  like  marketing  that  is 
geared  toward  a gold  rush.  I think  we  all 
know  what  happens  when  the  dust  settles. 


On  a much  more  positive  note,  the  United 
States  Mint  has  a number  of  interesting 
websites  that  are  available  to  numismatists 
and  educators.  Again,  I'm  sure  that  some,  if 
not  all,  of  you  are  familiar  with  them,  but  I 
am  still  finding  stuff  on  the  web  that  I never 
knew  was  there.  If  you  haven't  checked 
these  out,  please  do.  You  may  find  them 
worthwhile.  Here  they  are: 

• www.usmint.gov/virtualtour 

• www.usmint.gov  and  last  but  not  least, 

• www.usmint.gov/kids. 

I hope  to  see  many  of  you  at  the  spring 
shows.  If  you  have  a friend  that  is  not  a 
member  of  N.O.W.,  ask  them  to  join.  It's 
probably  the  best  $5  deal  in  the  hobby. 

Heck,  you  could  buy  them  a membership  as  a 
gift.  If  each  member  got  another  to  join,  this 
club  would  grow  by  leaps  and  bounds.  Think 
about  it. 

Until  next  time,  I will  remain, 
numismatically  yours. 

Thad  Streeter 


Election  of  Officers 

All  of  the  nominations  submitted  were 
received  after  the  deadline,  therefore, 
President  Streeter  opted  to  appoint 
the  following  people  to  the  NOW  Board 
contingent  on  their  acceptance: 

Bruce  Benoit, 

Fred  Borgmann 
Lee  Hartz 

One  additional  appointment  will  be 
made  to  the  Board  by  President 
Streeter. 

Their  3-year  terms  will  begin  at  the 
NOW  convention  in  May. 
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Numismatists  of  Wisconsin 


Educational  Programs 

Boy  Scout  Coin  Collecting  Merit  Badge  Clinic 
Coins,  Collectibles  and  Hobby  "Hurt"  Book  Sale 
Mystery  Dinner  Friday  evening 

Relive  the  founding  of  NOW  by  attending  a special  program 
presented  by  Chet  Krause  and 
long-time  board  member,  Gene  Johnson 

Hours:  Friday  2-6  p.m. 

Saturday:  9 a.m  - 6 p.m. 

Location 

lola  Old  Car  Show  Activity  Center  Building 
adjacent  to  the  Krause  Publications  offices  at  700  E.  State  Street 

Inquiries:  Show  Chairman:  Cliff  Mishler  715-445-5050 

Bourse  Chairman:  Joel  Edler  715-445-2214 


MAY  20  & 21, 2005 
Hosted  by  founding  member 
Chester  L.  Krause 


45th  Annual  Show 


Numismatists  of  Wisconsin  Returns 
for  Another  Day  in  lola 

May  20-21,  2005 

On  May  20  and  21,  NOW  will  return  to  lola 
where  it  convened  for  very  enjoyable  and 
successful  events  in  2000  and  2002.  This 
year's  special  event  celebrates  the  45th 
anniversary  of  the  organization's  founding. 

It  will  be  held  in  the  Activity  Center  building 
situated  on  the  lola  Old  Car  Show  grounds 
adjacent  to  the  Krause  Publications 
facilities,  on  Hwy  161  on  the  east  edge  of 
the  village. 

Numismatists  of  Wisconsin  was  founded  on 
July  10,  1960  during  an  open  house  hosted 
by  Chet  Krause  to  unveil  a building 
expansion,  which  had  recently  been 
completed  to  serve  the  growing  needs  of 
Numismatic  News. 

The  focus  of  this  event  will  be  a relaxing 
weekend  for  the  hobby  community  and  will 
include  the  Friday/Saturday  show. 

Collectors  and  dealers  alike  are  invited  to 
come  and  have  a good  time. ..with 
opportunities  to  do  some  buying,  selling  and 
trading  of  coins,  paper  money,  tokens  and 
medals.  For  those  so  inclined,  such 
diversions  as  golf  and  fishing  can  be 
arranged. 

Bourse  Chairman,  Joel  Edler,  reports  a full 
compliment  of  dealers,  several  of  whom  will 
be  from  out  of  the  area. 

Show  Hours:  On  Friday,  May  20th,  the 

bourse  will  be  open  to  the  public  from  2-6 
p.m.  and  on  Saturday  from  9 a.m.  to  6 p.m. 


good  food,  along  with  a lot  of  numismatic 
fellowship  with  old  and  new  friends.  The 
cost  will  be  $9/person.  Show  Chairman, 

Cliff  Mishler,  promises  there  will  be  ample 
seating  INSIDE  for  all...  and  he  has  also  put  in 
his  order  for  good  weather! 

Overnight  accommodations  are  not  available 
in  lola,  but  reservations  can  be  made  at  one 
of  the  near-by  motels  in  Waupaca  (13  miles) 
or  Stevens  Point  (25  miles). 


Secretary's  Notes 

by  Bill  Brandimore 

I just  got  back  from  the  show  and  NOW 
meeting  in  Oshkosh.  The  weather  slowed 
attendance,  but  Myles  Fenske  (stalwart 
driver),  Duane  Goetsch  and  I prevailed  over 
blowing  snow  to  attend  a good  bourse  and  a 
well-managed  meeting  conducted  by  NOW 
President,  Thad  Streeter. 

Among  other  things,  President  Streeter 
reported  on  his  letter  to  Mint  Director, 
Henrietta  Holsman,  asking  for  more 
educational  material  on  the  minting  process 
and  other  interesting  things  at  the  Mint.  She 
replied  and  listed  several  websites  with 
information  of  general  interest  for  coin 
collectors  and  for  kids.  General  at 
www.usmint.gov.  A site  for  the  discussion 
of  circulating  coins  minting  process  at 
www.usmint.gov.  An  educational  children's 
site  at  www.usmint.gov/kids  and  another 
site  for  promotional  material:  Ms  Debbie 
Dawson  at  ddawson@usmint.treas. 

On  the  collecting  front,  I have  taken  on  a 
mission  to  do  a date  set  of  Large  cents.  I 
bought  a partial  set  in  two  old  blue  Whitman 
albums  from  a dealer  friend  in  Detroit  and 


A Mystery  Dinner  will  be  held  on  Friday 
evening  at  6:00  p.m.  The  dinner  is  an 
enjoyable,  relaxing  evening  for  everyone... 
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If  you  collect  U.S. 


SSErte  <; 


fU  S.  com  values 


O Yes!  Send  me  one-half  year  (3  issues) 
of  Coin  Prices 


One-half  year  (3  issues)  U.S.  only. 
Name 


.95 


Address, 
City 


State 


O Check  or  money  order 

(to  Coin  Prices,  payable  in  U.S.  funds) 

O MasterCard  O Visa 
O Discover/Novus  O American  Express 

Credit  Card  No. 

Expires:  Mo. 

Signature 

Phone 


E-mail 


It  is  ok  to  send  me  offers  and  information  via  e-mail.  O Yes  O No 


COINS 

Check  out  Coin  Pricesl 


Updated  values  for  all  U.S.  coins,  1793  to  date,  are 
yours  every  two  months  in  Coin  Prices.  Keep  on 
top  of  current  values  for  the  coins  you  collect.  You 
can  be  sure  you’ll  get  the  most  recent  values  in 
every  issue. 


Credit  card  customers  dial  toll-free 

800-258-0929,  Offer  abbgue 

Mon.-Fri.  7 am  - 8 pm;  Sat.  8 am  - 2 pm.  CST 


Payable  in  U.S.  funds. 

Coin  Prices 

Circulation  Dept.  ABBGUE,  700  E.  State  St.,  Iola,  WI  54990-0001 
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I've  been  working  on  it  a bit  at  a time.  I'm 
satisfied  with  heavily  circulated  coins, 
especially  on  some  of  the  tougher  dates... 
although  in  reality  there  are  less  than  10 
really  tough  dates...  and  I'm  having  fun 
plugging  a hole  for  $10  to  $45  instead  of 
taking  out  a mortgage  to  buy  a type  coin  I 
need...  back  to  basics,  I guess.  Duane 
picked  up  some  die  variety  California 
quarters  and  Myles  picked  up  a nice  1914 
Red  Seal  note...  all  in  all,  a good  trip! 

I'm  looking  forward  to  seeing  you  at  our  Sola 
Show  of  Shows,  planned  by  out  by  Board 
Member,  Cliff  Mishler.  It's  May  20  and  21 
at  the  Old  Car  Show  Activity  Center  adjacent 
to  Krause  Publications.  Bourse  will  be  open 
2 p.m.  to  6 p.m.  Friday,  with  a Mystery 
dinner  after  the  show  closes  and  9 a.m.  to  6 
p.m.  on  Saturday.  Don't  forget  their  great 
book  sale  which  will  also  be  ongoing.  There 
is  a NOW  Board  meeting  at  noon  on  Saturday 
and  a General  Membership  Meeting  following 
at  1 :00  p.m. 

See  you  there,  happy  collecting. 

Bill  Brandimore,  Recording  Secretary 


s-QMfik,  Clayton 
(Sympathy  Hagemann 


We  were 
recemtly 
notified  that 
Daisy 

Jackson  died  on  June  17th  at  age  100.  She 
was  a Life  Member  of  NOW  and  a former 
member  of  the  Madison  Coin  Club  and  the 
Beaver  Dam  Coin  Club. 


Daisy 

Jackson 

#88L 


Daisy  lived  her  entire  life  in  Beaver  Dam  -- 
she  worked  as  a bookkeeper,  was  active  in 
her  church  and  was  curator  of  the  Dodge 
County  Historical  Society  in  the  1950s, 
which  paved  the  way  for  her  passion  to 
exhibit  her  collections. 


It's  hard  to  speak  of  Daisy  without  bringing 
here  husband,  Virgil,  into  the  picture. 
Together  they  formed  and  displayed  many 
fine  collections  of  coins,  paper  money,  dolls, 
teddy  bears,  edged  weapons,  firearms  and 
more.  She  especially  enjoyed  collecting 
communion  tokens  and  Isle  of  Man  items. 

They  received  more  awards  and  trophies  for 
their  wonderful  exhibits  than  anyone  we 
know  of.  In  1996  several  of  their  prize- 
winning exhibits  were  donated  to  NOW,  which 
were  auctioned  off  during  the  1996  NOW 
convention  in  Wausau. 


We  were  recently  notified  that  Clayton 
Hagemann  passed  away  on  November  30th. 
Clayton  joined  NOW  in  1986  and  resided  with 
his  wife  in  Plano,  Illinois. 


Daisy  also  bought  and  sold  dolls  for  many 
years.  Her  interest  in  dolls  was  stirred  by 
her  general  appreciation  of  antiques  and  by  a 
visit  to  Callender,  Ontario  in  1934  to  see  the 
Dionne  Quintuplets. 
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Although  Daisy  and  Virgil  are  gone,  for  those 
of  us  who  knew  them,  it’s  been  an  honor 
indeed! 


Quarter  Boards 

by  Bill  Brandimore 

Quarter  boards  are  available  to  NOW  clubs 
that  would  like  to  distribute  them  to 
youngsters  at  their  coin  shows.  The  boards 
are  free  and  available  to  Wisconsin  coin  clubs 
that  belong  to  NOW  and  Central  States 
(CSNS).  Clubs  that  do  not  belong  to  CSNS 
may  join  for  a $10  yearly  membership  fee. 

It  is  only  fair  to  join  CSNS  to  take  advantage 
of  the  offer  because  they  have  paid  for  the 
boards  and  will  continue  to  do  so  as  new 
quarters  are  released. 

The  boards  may  be  shipped  to  your  location 
for  approximately  $12.50.  For  more 
information,  e-mail  NOW  member,  Patti 
Finner  at  pfinner@athenet.net  or  write  her  at 
P.O.  Box  296,  lola,  Wl  54945-0296. 

Patti  also  has  lots  of  exciting  ideas  for  your 
show  regarding  activities  for  children.  We 
need  to  do  our  part  to  prepare  caretakers  for 
the  future  so  our  numismatic  treasures 
continue  to  be  appreciated  as  the  national 
heritage  that  they  are.  Ask  her  for  more 
information  on  ideas  like  Merit  Badge  clinics 
for  Boy  and  Girl  Scouts,  treasure  hunts, 
auctions,  etc. 


Coin  Clubs 

We  Don't  Want  to  Lose  You! 

Every  year  a few  coin  clubs  forget  to 

renew  their  memberships: 

Baraboo  Coin  Club 

Sheboygan  Coin  Club 
* * * 

Also,  please  check  the  Club  Meeting 
information  on  page  26  and  notify  us  if 
any  changes  should  be  made  for  your  coin 
club. 


National  Coin 
Week 

April  17-23,  2005 
is  the  82nd  annual 
National  Coin  Week, 
a time  for  individual 
collectors,  clubs  and 
dealers  to  educate 
the  public  about  the 
coin  collecting 
hobby.  But  most  of 
all,  it's  a time  to  let 
the  world  know  that 
collecting  coins  can  be  educational, 
inexpensive  and  fun! 

The  theme  for  this  year  is  "Explore  the 
World  Through  Money"  focusing  on  stories 
about  coins,  the  people,  places  and  objects 
depicted  on  money;  and  the  many  collectors, 
past  and  present,  who  collect  and  study 
coins.  Here  are  some  ideas  what  you  can  do 
during  April: 

• Set  up  a numismatic  exhibit  at  a local 
bank  or  credit  union. 

• Local  clubs  are  encouraged  to  hold  an 
Open  House  during  April.  Invite  the  public 
to  attend  a special  educational  program. 
Ask  several  club  members  to  prepare 
short  presentations  (5-10  minutes)  on 
numismatic  history,  legends  or  stories. 
Include  at  least  one  mini  presentation  on  a 
currently  circulating  U.S.  coin. 

• Make  mini-presentations  to  local  Scout 
troops,  schools,  libraries,  civic  groups, 
etc.  Give  everyone  a collectible  coin  and 
include  information  about  the  coin  and 
your  club  meetings. 
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ANA 

Highlights 


ANA  to  Milwaukee  in  2007 

The  ANA  convention  will  be  returning  to 
Milwaukee  for  the  3rd  time.  The  first  time 
was  in  1 986,  an  event  that  went  into  the 
record  books  as  the  largest  convention  and 
the  most  active  in  the  organization's 
history. 

Plans  are  already  underway  for  the  1 1 6th 
anniversary  convention  of  the  ANA,  set  for 
Milwaukee  on  August  8-1  2,  2007.  It  will  be 
held  at  the  Midwest  Airlines  Center,  with 
the  Hilton  Milwaukee  City  Center  serving  as 
headquarters  for  the  convention. 

Cliff  Mishler  is  acting  chairman  for  the 
event.  The  designated  host  clubs,  as 
approved  by  the  ANA  board  during  its 
August  2003  meeting,  will  be  the  Numisma- 
tists of  Wisconsin,  the  Milwaukee  Numis- 
matic Society  and  the  South  Shore  Coin 
Club.  Participating  in  support  of  the  host 
club  involvements  will  be  the  other  orga- 
nized clubs  of  southeastern  Wisconsin,  the 
Ozaukee  Coin  Club,  the  Midwest  Chapter  of 
the  international  Bank  Note  Society,  the 
Racine  Numismatic  Society  and  the  Kenosha 
Coin  Club. 

ANA  Summer  Seminar 

ANA  invites  collectors  to  their  37th  annual 
Summer  Seminar,  which  will  be  held  on  the 
Colorado  College  Campus  in  Colorado 
Springs.  Session  1 dates  are  Saturday, 

June  25  to  Friday  July  1 and  session  2 runs 
from  Saturday,  July  2 to  Friday,  July  8. 

The  seminar  gives  an  opportunity  for 


numismatic  camaraderie,  offering  participants 
a wide  and  varied  selection  of  week-long 
courses  suited  for  anyone  from  the  curious 
beginner  to  the  most  advanced  numismatist. 
The  $599  weekly  fee  includes  tuition  for  the 
class  of  your  choice,  a room  in  Loomis 
Dormitory  for  6 nights  and  all  meals. 

If  that's  not  enough  to  keep  you  busy,  the 
annual  Colorado  Springs  Coin  Show  is  held 
Friday  through  Sunday,  July  1-3  at  the 
Antlers  Hilton.  Free  shuttle  provides  trans- 
portation from  the  college  and  ANA  head- 
quarters to  downtown  Colorado  Springs 
restaurants,  shops  and  nightlife. 

★ ★ ★ 


Fox  Valley  Coin  Club 

Plans  are  under  way  to  celebrate  the  club's 
50th  anniversary  — their  show  will  be  held 
March  20th  at  a new  site  — Tornados  in 
Appleton  (see  page.  9 for  map  and  details). 

Chippewa  Valley  Coin  Club 

Plans  are  being  finalized  for  their  40th  annual 
spring  show  on  April  1 0th.  Visit  their  website 
at  54701.com/coinclub  for  more  information 

Indian  Hill  Coin  Club 

The  Indian  Hill  Coin  Club  (Lake  County,  IL) 
issued  an  elongated  wooden  nickel  featuring 
an  "Indian  Warrior"  for  their  show  last  fall.  A 
round  "Buffalo  Chip"  was  also  issued  and  both 
items  are  available  as  a set  for  $1  (with  a 
self-addressed  stamped  envelope).  Orders 
can  be  sent  to  Mike  Hanninen,  2400  Horeb 
Ave.,  Zion,  IL  6009. 
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Fox  Valley  Coin  Club 


50th  Annual  Spring  Coin  Show 

March  20,  2005 

9:00  a.m.  - 4:00  p.m. 

Free  Admission 

Tornados 

2350  N.  Casaloma  Drive 

(next  to  the  Timber  Rattlers  Stadium) 

Appleton,  Wl 


3:00  p.m.  Drawings 

U.S.  $10  gold  piece  (1st  Prize) 
Silver  Dollars,  Proof  Sets 
plus  other  valuable  prizes 


Fond  du  Lac  Coin  Club 

Plan  to  attend  their  August  21  st  show  --  it 
will  be  held  at  a new  location  --  the  Holiday 
Inn  on  Rolling  Meadow  Drive. 

Madison  Coin  Club 

Members  gathered  at  the  Old  Country 
Buffet  for  their  December  meeting.  Offic- 
ers for  2005  were  announced: 

President  Tom  Galway 

Vice  Pres.  Chuck  Endres 

Secretary  Ben  Bell 

Treasurer  RuthAnn  Phillips 


South  Shore  Coin  Club 
To  Host  Boy  Scout  Coin  Collecting 
Merit  Badge  Clinic 

Milwaukee  area  Boy  Scouts  can  earn  a coin 
collecting  merit  badge  during  the  South  Shore 
Coin  Show  on  Saturday,  April  2.  Whether  the 
scouts  collect  state  quarters  or  other  coins, 
they  can  participate  in  a Coin  Collecting  Clinic 
to  be  held  at  the  Four  Point  Hotel  in  Milwau- 
kee. The  clinic  will  begin  at  7 a.m.  and  end 
about  1 2:00. 

The  merit  badge  can  be  earned  by  completing 
some  of  the  following  tasks: 


Milwaukee  Numismatic  Society 

The  Scholarship  Committee  awarded  two 
partial  scholarships  and  one  full  scholarship 
to  ANA's  Summer  Seminar  in  Colorado 
Springs.  Bruce  Benoit  received  the  full 
scholarship  and  the  two  partials  were 
awarded  to  Art  Petri  and  Leon  Saryan. 

Racine  Numismatic  Society 


Officers  for  2005  are: 


President: 

V.  President 
Treasurer 
Secretary 
BOG 


Jerry  Binsfeld 
Bill  Spencer 
George  Conrad 
Dick  Roskres 
Milan  Alusic 
Dick  Gross, 
Jack  Forsman 
Fred  Dickfoss 


South  Shore  Coin  Club 

Congratulations  to  Pat  Bethe  for  her  recent 
selection  to  attend  the  American  Numis- 
matic Society's  Summer  Seminar  on  a 
scholarship  from  the  club.  Pat  plans  to 
enroll  in  the  Advanced  Military  Numismatics 
course  as  a follow-up  to  the  introductory 
session  she  completed  last  summer. 

The  club  reserved  a bus  to  the  NOW  show 
in  lola  on  May  21st,  which  will  give  every- 
one a relaxing  day  with  no  driving  worries. 

* * * 


• Collect  a 20th  century  set  of  all  US  coins; 

• Tell  how  to  detect  counterfeit  coins; 

• Assemble  and  mount  a collection  of  50 
different  coins  from  1 0 countries; 

• Collect  a date  set  of  cents,  nickels,  dimes 
or  quarters  with  one  coin  for  each  year 
since  you  were  born; 

• Identify  features  on  paper  money  and 
things  to  look  for  to  detect  a counterfeit. 

If  scouts  can't  attend  the  clinic,  they  can 
contact  ANA  for  help  by  visiting 
www.money.org  or  www.usscouts.org/ 
usscounts/mb/f  ramesindex.html. 

★ ★ ★ 

Boy  Scouts  Learn  About  Coins 

November  was  “collector  month”  for  scouts 
from  Kosciuszko  Elementary  School  in 
Cudahy.  They  wanted  to  learn  about  coins 
and  Bruce  Benoit,  member  of  the  Milwaukee 
clubs  volunteered.  Bruce  briefly  explained 
about  numismatics  and  demonstrated  how  to 
properly  handle  and  store  coins. 

The  boys  searched  through  piles  of  cents 
donated  by  others  to  complete  a date  set 
from  their  birth  year  to  2004.  When  Bruce 
brought  out  a scale  they  learned  that  the 
composition  of  coins  were  different.  After 
the  1/2  hour  program,  many  scouts,  leaders 
and  parents  thanked  him  for  the  informative 
10  program. 


South  Shore  Coin  Club 


41st  Annual  Coin  Show 

March  31  - April  2,  2005 

at 

Four  Points  Hotel  Sheraton 

Milwaukee  Airport 
4747  South  Howell  Avenue 

[across  the  street  (West)  from  the  airport  at  South  Layton  Avenue] 

Milwaukee,  Wl 


Thursday,  March  31  3 p.m.  to  8 p.m. 

Friday,  April  1 10  a. m.  to  6 p.m. 

Saturday,  April  2 10  a. m.  to  4 p.m. 


Boy  Scout  Coin  Collecting  Merit  Badge  Clinic 
Saturday  7:00  a.m.  - noon 


Buy ‘Sell ‘Trade 
75  Dealers  to  Serve  you 
Coins  • Stamps  • Jewelry 


$1  Donation  for  patrons  over  1 2 

Free  Wooden  Nickel 

Bourse  Contact: 

Bruce  Benoit  414-282-81 28  or 
Walter  Weis  414-384-7966 


Book 

Nook 


Buy  the  Book  Before  The  Coin 

by  Robert  Leonard  Jr. 
reprinted  from  Coin  Values 

Old-time  New  York  coin  dealer,  Aaron 
Feldman,  popularized  the  phrase  “Buy  the 
book  before  the  coin,”  which  he  used  for 
years  as  a headline  in  his  ads.  We  need  to  be 
reminded  of  his  wise  advice,  as  it  is  human 
nature  to  snap  up  an  attractive  coin  first  and 
check  later  to  see  if  we  made  a mistake. 

Knowledge  about  coins  allows  you  to  form  a 
plan  for  your  collection  and  recognize  good 
values,  and  perhaps  even  to  cherry-pick 
sleepers. 

General  Guides 

The  one  volume  that  should  be  in  every 
collector’s  library  is  A Guide  Book  of  United 
States  Coins  by  R.S.  Yeoman,  edited  by 
Kenneth  Bressett.  Known  as  the  “Red  Book” 
from  its  red  cover,  it  has  been  published 
continuously  since  1 946  (in  a 1 947  edition). 
The  current  58th  edition  carries  a cover  date 
of  2005. 

Besides  complete  data  on  dates,  Mints  and 
mintages,  it  includes  an  excellent  brief  history 
of  U.S.  coinage,  plus  notes  on  designers, 
weights  and  diameters  for  every  issue.  As 
well  as  adding  new  issues  annually  and 
updating  prices,  the  Guide  Book  revises  the 
arrangement  and  numismatic  information 
from  time-to-time,  particularly  in  the  Colonial 
and  pioneer  gold  coins  sections,  Misstruck 
coins  and  an  introduction  to  pattern  coins  are 
a recent  addition,  and  all  illustrations  are  now 
in  color. 


The  “Red  Book ” is  published  in  both 
hardbound  and  spiral-bound  editions.  While 
some  collectors  collect  sets  on  the  “Red 
Book”  itself  it  is  usually  not  necessary  to  have 
a copy  of  the  latest  edition  unless  one 
specializes  in  modern  commemoratives;  a 
copy  every  few  years  should  suffice. 

2005  Guide  to  U.S.  Coins  - Prices  & 
Value  T rends  by  the  editors  of  Coin  World 
is  another  general  guide.  A perfect-bound 
paperback  intended  for  general  bookstore  and 
newsstand  sales  is  less  durable  than  the  “Red 
Book”  and  lacks  color  in  its  illustrations,  but 
provides  more  timely  prices  in  far  more 
conditions.  It  also  has  advice  on  buying, 
selling  and  storing  coins.  Though  Colonial  and 
private  gold  coins  are  omitted,  it  includes  an 
excellent  chapter  on  error  and  variety  coins 
and  another  on  the  minting  process  (not 
discussed  in  the  “Red  Book”.  While  the  2005 
editions  of  both  the  Coin  World  Guide  and  the 
“Red  Book”  have  sections  on  sunken  treasure 
coins,  a hot  area  right  now,  the  Coin  World 
Guide’s  chapter  is  more  extensive. 

Grading  Guides 

The  value  of  a coin  depends  on  its  grade. 

Save  your  copies  of  “Coin  Values”  for  clear 
grading  examples  by  series,  but  if  you  want  a 
book  there  are  several  to  choose  from.  For 
circulated  coins,  the  standard  work  is  The 
Official  American  Numismatic  Association 
Grading  Standards  for  United  States  Coins”  by 
Kenneth  Bressett  and  Abe  Kosoff,  4th 
edition.  Unfortunately,  the  book  went  out  of 
print  in  2003,  however,  used  copies  should  be 
readily  available. 

A popular  substitute  for  the  ANA  grading 
guide  is  “Photograde”  by  James  Ruddy.  ” 

For  Mint  State  coins,  the  best  book  is  Official 
Guide  to  Coin  Grading  & Counterfeit  Detec- 
tion, second  edition,  from  Professional  Coin 
Grading  Service.  It  covers  circulated  coins  as 
well  though  without  all  the  illustrations  of 
Photograde  and  the  ANA  guide.  It  belongs  in 
every  collector’s  library. 
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Classroom 
Teaching  Aids 
Offered 

Compliments  of 
Central  States 

submitted  by  Patti  & Roltie  Finner 

Educating  school  children  and  budding 
coin  collectors  was  a major  topic  of 
discussion  as  officers  and  the  governing 
board  of  Central  States  Numismatic 
Society  met  last  October  in  the  Cincin- 
nati, Ohio  suburb  of  Sharonville. 

CSNS  officers  agreed  to  move  forward 
with  an  ambitious  program  that  will  make 
teaching  aids  and  educational  materials 
available  to  school  teachers  throughout 
the  Central  States  area. 

Based  in  part  on  teaching  materials 
produced  by  the  U.S.  Mint  in  the  early 
1 990s,  and  now  long  out  of  production, 
the  educators'  kits  feature  "The  Money 
Story"  a 33-minute  video  tape  that 
explains  the  whys  and  wherefores  of 
money,  finance  and  economics,  takes  the 
viewer  on  a tour  of  minting  facilities,  and 
explains  the  basics  of  coin  collecting. 

History  and  geography  are  equally  incor- 
porated into  the  program.  Accompanied 
by  an  easy-to-follow  32  page  illustrated 
teacher's  manual,  the  original  Mint 
program  has  been  expanded  to  include 
illustrations  and  information  on  the  50 
State  Quarter  Program  and  other  hobby 
related  topics. 

"If  we  wish  for  the  hobby  to  continue  and 
to  expand  during  the  years  ahead,  we 
need  to  get  our  message  to  our  young 
people,"  according  to  the  program 
supervisor,  Patti  Finner,  CSNS  governor 
from  Wisconsin.  "And  what  better  way  of 


doing  so  than  through  our  school 
classrooms." 

Funded  entirely  by  CSNS,  the  teacher 
kits  are  being  made  available  at  no 
charge  to  teachers  who  submit 
requests  but  with  the  stipulation  that 
when  not  in  use,  the  kits  be  made 
available  to  their  fellow  teachers. 

More  information  on  the  program  and  on  the 
availability  of  teacher  kits  may  be  had  from 
Patti  Finner  by  calling  71  5-445-4787  or  445- 
3468,  e-mailing  pfinner@athenet.net,  or 
writing  to  P.O.  Box  296,  lola,  Wl  54945. 

* * * 

Attic  Treasures 

[Wis.  State  Journal] 

Traveling  estate  buyers  are  capitalizing  on 
the  popularity  of  the  "Antiques  Road  Show" 
TV  series,  where  everyday  collectors  some- 
times find  their  attic  treasures  are  worth 
thousands  of  dollars.  These  nomadic  buying 
operations  sweep  into  town  and  set  up  shop 
in  a hotel  for  a few  days,  with  the  advertised 
intent  of  spending  millions  of  dollars  to  buy 
your  old  coins,  watches  and  jewelry. 

Approach  such  outfits  with  caution,  collecting 
experts  say.  You  could  be  getting  short- 
changed. "Most  of  the  time  when  you  bring 
coins  to  these  places,  they  are  buying  way 
under  value,  or  they  strictly  buy  it  for  the 
gold  or  silver  content"  said  David  Sklow  of 
the  American  Numismatic  Association.  The 
dealers  aren't  doing  anything  illegal  --  they 
just  know  more  than  you  do.  So  do  your 
homework  before  you  go  to  increase  your 
chances  of  getting  the  money  you  deserve... 
or  better  yet,  do  your  business  with  a repu- 
table coin  dealer. 


Thinking  of  Hoarding  $2  Bills  as  a 
Collector's  Item? 

Rather  than  buying  them  from  a mail  order 
company,  Lorene  Yue,  Wl  State  Journal 
writer,  recommends  saving  some  cash  by 
going  to  the  bank.  Don't  be  fooled  by  ads 
hawking  the  bills  as  an  investment.  You  may 
end  of  paying  three  times  the  face  value 
when  you  add  shipping  and  processing  fees. 

For  example,  an  ad  for  the  U.S.  Monetary 
Exchange,  a direct  marketing  company  in 
Akron,  Ohio,  promises  to  sell  a pack  of  five 
uncirculated  bills  for  $29.1  0.  Check  your 
bank  and  you  could  get  the  same  deal  for 
$10.  As  long  as  the  bills  are  crisp,  without 
creases  or  folds  and  haven't  been  used 
among  the  general  population,  they  should 
qualify  as  uncirculated  by  collectors'  stan- 
dards. 

As  with  all  bills,  their  worth  (beyond  face 
value)  depends  on  the  series  and  signature. 
Older  bills  aren't  always  more  valuable. 

★ ★ ★ 

Loose  Change  Can  Be  Lucrative 

[Desert  Sun  article 
submitted  by  Gene  Johnson] 

Can  there  really  be  $10.5  billion  in  loose 
change  floating  around  the  country  today? 
That's  a monumental  total,  but  some  experts 
figure  that's  how  much  is  sitting  in  forgotten 
pockets,  under  couch  cushions  and  lodged 
under  car  seats.  The  question  is,  then,  what 
is  being  done  with  this  absurd  amount  of 
money? 

Saving  loose  change  has  become  one  of  the 
most  popular  ways  to  save  for  the  average 
American.  Most  of  us  throw  our  loose  change 
into  a jar  to  save  for  a for  a rainy  day. 

Harriet  Blume,  of  Greenville  S.C.  recently 
cashed  in  on  a year's  worth  of  collecting. 

"I've  always  had  a change  jar  on  my  dresser 
or  a jug  in  my  office."  Blume  said.  "I  save  it 
for  a year,  then  cash  it  in  when  the  bottle 
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gets  full.  I get  some  extra  money  and  feel 
like  I'm  doing  something  good  for  myself." 

According  to  Cleveland  Saves 
(www.clevelandsaves.org),  an  organization 
that  works  with  nonprofit,  corporate,  and 
government  groups  to  offer  advice  on  saving 
and  building  wealth,  saving  50<t  a day  in  loose 
change  adds  up  to  $1  5 per  month.  In  a year 
that's  about  $1  80.  Double  it  to  a dollar  a 
day  and  you're  looking  at  about  $360  each 
year. 

★ * * 

U.S.  Mint  to  Combat  Fake  Coins 

[Desert  Sun  article 
submitted  by  Gene  Johnson] 

Concerned  that  all  glitters  is  not  gold,  the 
U.S.  Mint  wants  to  crack  down  on  unscrupu- 
lous coin  dealers  passing  off  fake  commemo- 
rative coins. 

Mint  officials  said  they  will  seek  authority  to 
impose  stiff  fines  on  scam  artists  who  are 
bilking  the  public  by  selling  coins  that  have 
been  painted  or  otherwise  altered  as  official 
commemorative  coins. 

"We  regard  the  problem  as  significant  for  new 
collectors,  for  the  elderly  and  for  those  who 
are  buying  coins  to  give  as  gifts,"  Mint 
Director  Henrietta  Holsman  Fore  said  in  an 
interview  with  the  Associated  Press. 

The  popularity  of  coin  collecting  has  soared  in 
recent  years  as  the  Mint  has  offered  new 
products  such  as  the  50-state  quarter  series, 
which  the  Mint  estimates  140  million  Ameri- 
cans are  collecting. 

The  problem,  Fore  said,  is  that  the  resurgence 
in  coin  collecting  is  also  bringing  out  fraudu- 
lent operators. 

"Congress  is  the  only  group  that  can  autho- 
rize a commemorative  coin  and  the  U.S.  Mint 
is  the  only  entity  that  can  strike  them”.  Fore 
said.  "It  is  sad  to  think  that  customers, 
especially  the  elderly,  will  fall  victim  to 
deceptive  advertising." 


The  Mint  is  seeking  authorization  to  impose 
civil  fines  of  $5,000  for  each  print  advertise- 
ment and  $25,000  for  each  broadcast 
advertisement  that  misuses  the  name  or 
emblems  of  the  Mint  or  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment. "It  is  not  just  the  fines  that  can  hurt  a 
company.  The  public  attention  can  cost 

millions  of  dollars  in  lost  profits,"  Fore  said. 

* * * 

"Lazy  Deuce”  Sells  for  $20,374 

[LaCrosse  Tribune] 

An  1 875  $2  "lazy  deuce"  note  issued  by  the 
LaCrosse  National  Bank  was  auctioned  last 
December  for  $20,374.55.  The  $2  bill  was 
purchased  by  an  Illinois  collector  and  investor. 
The  seller  was  another  collector  who  lives  in 
Illinois. 

"It's  a bill  you  rarely  find  for  sale"  said  Bill 
Boehm,  who  is  in  charge  of  the  coin  and 
currency  department  at  MastroNet  in  subur- 
ban Chicago.  It's  known  as  a "lazy  deuce"  bill 
because  of  the  large  horizontal  numeral  "2" 
on  its  front.  The  LaCrosse  National  Bank  "lazy 
deuce"  was  especially  valuable  because  of  its 
excellent  condition. 

U.S.  national  currency  issued  by  local  banks 
has  become  very  popular  with  collectors  and 
is  prized  for  its  scarcity,  diverse  character, 
beauty  and  local  interest.  Boehm  had  no 
estimate  of  how  many  LaCrosse  national  Bank 
notes  still  exist. 

★ ★ ★ 

Missing  Nickels  Recovered 

Last  December  about  3 million  nickels  never 
made  it  to  the  Federal  Reserve  Bank  in  New 
Orleans.  Miami  police  recently  came  across 
the  nicked  nickels  (worth  about  $1  50,000)  at 
a home  in  the  Miami  area.  They  were  still  in 
Federal  Reserve  bags,  in  a wooden  box, 
covered  with  a thick  plastic  tarp  and  buried 
about  4 feet  deep.  Investigators  believe  the 
suspect  may  have  left  the  country.  It's  now 
up  to  the  Federal  Reserve  officials  to  figure 
out  how  they're  going  to  truck  the  coins  out 
of  there.  Each  of  the  900+  bags  weighs 
about  50  pounds,  or  a about  45,000  pounds. 


West  Bend  Teens 
Pass  Fake  $5  Bills 

[submitted  by  Leon  Saryan] 

Four  teens  from  West  Bend,  Wis.  are  accused 
of  using  fake  $5  bills  printed  on  a home 
computer  to  pay  for  fast-food  restaurant 
meals,  taxi  rides  and  other  purchases  before 
the  scam  was  discovered. 

Police  Sgt.  Gus  Unerti  said  that  the  three  14- 
year  old  boys  and  a 1 5-year-old  boy  were 
caught  after  some  merchants  noticed  the 
money  wasn’t  legitimate  and  others  depos- 
ited it  with  banks  where  it  was  discovered. 

“If  you  looked  at  it  real  quick,  it  appeared  to 
be  legitimate  money”  Unerti  said.  “You  might 
not  notice  anything  wrong  if  you  didn’t  hold  it 
up  to  the  light.  But  the  question  is,  if  you’re 
doing  a quick  transaction  at  McDonald’s,  do 
you  hold  it  up  to  the  light?” 

Authorities  filed  state  charges  of  forgery 
instead  of  seeking  federal  counterfeiting 
charges  because  of  the  teens’  young  ages 
and  because  of  the  small  denomination  of  the 
bills. 

Washington  County  juvenile  authorities  will 
recommend  whether  the  boys  will  face  a 
delinquency  hearing.  They  have  been  released 
to  custody  of  their  parents. 

Police  confiscated  computer  equipment 
believed  to  have  been  used  to  print  the  bills. 
The  fake  bills  started  to  appear  in  West  Bend 
on  October  23rd.  Some  people  who  received 
the  bogus  bills  were  able  to  provide  names 
and  other  information  to  investigators. 

Among  other  problems,  the  paper  was 
nothing  like  the  paper  used  for  real  currency. 

Authorities  notified  the  U.S.  Secret  Service, 
which  investigates  counterfeiting.  The  Secret 
Service  is  part  of  the  U.S.  Department  of 
Flomeland  Security. 

* * * 
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California 
Quarter 

The  first  quarter 
released  in  2005 
honors  California, 
and  is  the  31st  in 
the  Mint's  50 
State  Quarters 
Program. 

California  was  admitted  into  the  Union  on 
September  9,  1850,  becoming  our  nation's 
31st  state.  Nicknamed  the  "Golden  State", 
California's  quarter  depicts  naturalist  and 
conservationist,  John  Muir  admiring 
Yosemite  Valley's  monolithic  granite 
headwall  known  as  "Half  Dome"  and  also 
contains  a soaring  California  condor.  The 
coin  bears  the  inscriptions  "California," 
"John  Muir,"  "Yosemite  Valley"  and  "1850." 

In  1849,  the  year  before  California  gained 
statehood,  the  family  of  11 -year-old  John 
Muir  emigrated  from  Scotland  to  the  U.S., 
settling  in  Wisconsin.  In  1868,  at  the  age  of 
30,  Muir  sailed  up  the  West  Coast  and  landed 
in  San  Francisco.  He  made  his  home  in  the 
Yosemite  Valley,  describing  the  Sierra 
Nevada  Mountains  as  "the  Range  of  Light... 
the  most  divinely  beautiful  of  all  the 
mountain  chains  I've  seen."  He  devoted  the 
rest  of  his  life  to  the  conservation  of  natural 
beauty,  publishing  more  than  300  articles 
and  10  books  that  expanded  his  naturalist 
philosophy. 

In  1890,  Congress  established  Yosemite 
National  Park,  and  in  1892  John  Muir  helped 
form  the  Sierra  Club  to  protect  it,  serving 
as  their  President  until  his  death  in  1914. 

The  condor,  with  a wingspan  as  long  as  nine 
feet,  is  featured  as  a tribute  to  the 
successful  repopulation  of  the  once  nearly 
extinct  bird. 


A 20-member  California  State  Quarter 
Commission  reviewed  the  submissions. 
Governor  Arnold  Schwarzenegger  made  the 
final  selection. 


Wisconsin  Quarter 
Extra  Leaf...  What's  it  Worth? 

That  shiny  new  Wisconsin  quarter  in  your 
pocket  may  be  worth  more  than  250...  Two 
variations  of  the  normal  design  issued  last 
fall  have  surfaced  in  Arizona  and  Texas.  The 
news  spread  like  wildfire  and  collectors 
started  examining  their  state  quarters  in 
hopes  of  finding  one  of  the  flawed  coins. 

The  quarters  have  turned  up  mainly  in 
Tucson  and  a few  surrounding  areas,  and 
around  San  Antonio  Texas. 


Flawed 


There  were  two  varieties  — high  and  low 
extra  leaves.  One  variety  has  an  extra  leaf 
on  a 

cornstalk 
pointing  up; 
the  other  has 
an  extra  leaf 
pointing 
down. 


Prices  for 
the  more 
common  low 
leaf  variety 
was  listed  on 
eBay  for 
$360  each. 
For  the  less 
common  high 
leaf  variety, 
the  price 

reached  as 
high  as  $800. 


Extra  leaf 


Extra  leaf 
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Ken  Bressett,  editor  of  the  Red  Book  is 
reserving  judgment  and  said  the  varieties 
will  not  be  included  in  the  upcoming  Red  Book 
except  as  a footnote  acknowledging  that  they 
exist.  He  is  waiting  to  hear  what  the  Mint 
has  to  say.  The  U.S.Mint  produced  more  than 
453  million  Wisconsin  quarters  during  a 10- 
week  period  last  year  About  half  were 
minted  in  Denver  and  half  in  Philadelphia. 

Michael  White,  U.S.  Mint  spokesman, 
acknowledges  the  mistake  and  said  it's 
unknown  how  many  of  the  quarters  were 
released.  The  Mint  is  reviewing 
manufacturing  processes  to  determine  how 
the  variations  occurred. 

It's  hard  to  know  exactly  how  much  the 
extra  leaf  is  going  to  be  worth...  the  value 
may  not  be  clear  for  a year  or  more.  Often 
times  a coin  will  come  up  and  the  price  will 
go  very  high  and  then  a lot  more  are  found 
and  the  value  drops. 

[Source:  Wl  State  Journal  & Numismatic  News] 


Eager  Beavers 

(submitted  by  Leon  Saryan) 

Eager  beavers  had  a new  slant  on  money 
laundering.  A bag  of  bills  stolen  from  a casino 
was  snapped  up  by  beavers  who  moved  the 
soggy  currency  into  the  sticks  and  brush  of  their 
dam  on  a creek  in  eastern  Louisiana. 

The  money  was  part  of  $70,000  to  $75,000  taken 
from  the  Lucky  Dollar  Casino  in  Greensburg  and 
the  bills  were  still  whole. 

Deputies  searched  for  the  money  for  days  until  a 
lawyer,  hoping  to  make  a deal  with  prosecutors 
for  a client,  called  and  said  the  money  had  been 
discarded  in  the  creek.  Officers  eventually  found 
$40,000  of  the  missing  money  bags  and  expect 
to  find  the  rest  in  a safety  deposit  box  in 
Mississippi.  The  casino  people  were  elated  to 
get  their  money  back,  even  if  some  of  it  was  wet. 


Why  Numismatists? 

by  Pastor  Ed  Olson  #1 749 

People  throughout  the  world  have  varied 
interests.  Many  choose  the  hobby  known  as 
"numismatics".  Others  may  wonder  and  ask 
WHY  Numismatics?  A true  and  long-time 
hobbyist  might  simply  respond  by  saying 
"why  not?" 

To  be  more  explicit  one  would  hear  many  of 
the  following  reasons  for  choosing  this  great 
and  wondrous  hobby. 

• I love  coins  and  their  great  history; 

• I receive  great  joy  in  assembling  a set  or 
series; 

• I enjoy  reading  about  coins  and  how  they 
came  about; 

• Numismatics  covers  a large  spectrum. 
One  can  go  in  many  different  directions; 

• It's  just  plain  enjoyment  and  you  get  to 
meet  many  interesting  people. 

On  top  of  all  the  above,  most  people  in  this 
wonderful  hobby  were  encouraged  by  others. 
As  a senior  citizen  I enjoy  promoting 
numismatics.  Just  giving  old  worn  coins  to 
young  children  is  very  rewarding. 

Plus  all  of  this,  I have  read  most  of  David 
Bowers  books,  and  this  busy  numismatist 
takes  the  time  to  write  and  encourage  those 
whom  he  treasures  as  friends. 

To  close,  I urge  everyone  to  consider  the 
joys  that  can  be  discovered  in  this  hobby 
known  as  Numismatics.  Try  it,  you  might 
like  it. 

* * * 


Tokens  of  the  Golden  Olden  Days 


The  Settlers 


[submitted  by  Phyllis  Calkins 
reprinted  from  "The  Indian  Trader"] 

Around  150  years  ago  the  Western  frontier 
was  still  veiled  in  mystery  --  early 
explorers  had  skirted  the  fringe  areas,  and  a 
few  daring  trappers,  traders,  and  the 
colorful  mountain  men  had  penetrated  its 
challenging  interior. 

The  Pioneers 

These  hardy  ones,  who  opened  up  the 
pathways  and  waterways  to  the  Pacific 
before  the  mid-1800s,  were  the  true 
frontiersmen.  The  volumes  written  of  their 
intriguing  exploits  would  lead  one  to  believe 
there  were  many  more  than  the  actual  500 
who  blazed  the  trail  westward. 

They  needed  no  money.  The  friendly  Indians 
were  their  prime  source  of  supply  as  well  as 
an  important  customer,  and  pure  barter  was 
the  order  of  the  day.  Exchanges  centered 
mainly  around  the  beaver  pelt. 

The  Colonizers 

But  the  beaver  had  almost  become 
exterminated  by  1840  and  mountain  men 
disappeared,  their  adventures  soon  became 
memories  and  campfire  tales.  It  was  then 
the  missionaries  made  a gallant,  but  futile 
effort  to  bring  their  doctrines  to  the  western 
Indians.  They  were  closely  followed  by 
other  sparse  groups  of  colonizers  who,  at 
first,  surmounted  the  natural  barrier  of  the 
Rockies  by  pack-train,  and  later  were  able  to 
break  through  with  their  wagons. 

Next  to  venture  west  was  the  military 
whose  outposts  and  companies  of  dragoons 
undertook  the  impossible  task  of  affording 
protection  to  the  wagons  enroute  and  the 
isolated  homes  of  the  colonizers. 


The  discovery  of  gold  caused  the  rush  of  the 
49ers  to  the  California  gold  fields. 
Settlements  sprang  up  overnight  - clusters 
of  rickety  hotels,  gambling  halls  and  saloons. 
Farms  and  ranches  were  staked  out,  and 
merchants  opened  for  business.  Express 
companies  were  established  and  their  stages 
connected  the  wide-spread  communities. 

Until  the  completion  of  the  Union  Pacific 
Railroad  in  1869,  almost  all  essential 
commodities  arrived  by  ships  that  had  sailed 
around  the  horn.  Insignificant  amounts  of 
goods  dribbled  in  overland  from  market 
vendors  in  St.  Louis  and  Santa  Fe. 

Everything  was  scarce. 


Merchant's  Tokens 

It  was  logical  that 
among  the  first  tokens 
were  private  and 
territorial  gold  coins, 
known  as  "Pioneer 
Gold"  that  replaced 
the  little  leather  bags 
of  gold  dust.  It  was 
also  natural  that  those 
issuing  gold  coins 
were  the  fortunate 


Actual  paper  bills  and  coins  of  U.S.  currency 
were,  for  most  purposes  unavailable.  Thus, 
the  monetary  problems  of  the  western 
settlers  were  solved 
in  a manner  similar  to 
the  solutions  initiated 
by  the  Pilgrims  of  the 
eastern  colonies  and 
the  midwestern 
pioneers  of  the  Daniel 
Boone  era  by  the 
issuance  of  script  and 
tokens. 
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few  who  had  a supply  of  gold  dust  with  which 
to  make  them,  namely,  the  Mormons, 
assayers,  mining  companies  and  banks. 

Gold  coins,  however,  are  but  a part  of  the 
numismatic  history  of  territorial 
development.  Others  made  from  copper, 
brass,  wood,  nickel  and  other  metals  were 
produced  by  indian  Traders  and  their  far- 
flung  outposts,  and  by  merchants,  saloons, 
and  other  businesses,  and  are  possibly  more 
interesting  and  equally  desirable  as 
collectors'  items  today. 

Primarily  tokens  were  issued  by  merchants 
because  of  the  inadequate  supply  of  U.S. 
coins.  But  they  were  also  an  excellent 
advertising  medium  and  good  insurance  their 
bearer  would  return  to  trade  again.  If  not, 
the  shop  or  saloon  would  be  that  much  ahead. 


beginning  in  1855,  the  formation  of  the  Sioux 
and  other  Plains  reservations  beginning  in 
1868,  and  the  Apache  and  other  Arizona 
reservations  in  1871,  were  significant 
events  in  the  history  of  the  token. 

Until  that  time,  the  Indian  was  uninterested 
in  gold  or  tokens  in  exchange  for  the  many 
commodities  he  furnished  the  white  settler. 

He  demanded  specific  items  in  trade,  such  as 
horses  and  guns  needed  for  hunting...  and 
fighting.  But  when  his  activities  were 
restricted  by  reservation  life,  it  was 
necessary  he  have  a medium  of  exchange 
acceptable  in  the  trading  posts.  Thus,  for  his 
labor  or  for  his  crafts,  such  as  textile  or 
basketry  weaving,  he  received  the  Trading 
Post  Token,  or  the  Indian  Trader  Token. 


Saloons  and  gambling  halls  depended 
heavily  on  tokens  ...and  there  were  many 
saloons.  In  Bisbee,  Arizona,  for  example, 
there  were  over  100  saloons  along 
Brewery  Gulch  that  issued  tokens.  Not 
only  were  they  used  for  tender  to  buy 
drinks,  but  also  to  operate  roulette-type 
gambling  devices. 

The  tokens  were  redeemable  in  gold  only 
at  its  place  of  origin,  but  was  accepted  as 
"legal  tender"  almost  anywhere.  With 
tokens  issued  by  the  local  saloon,  for 
example,  feed  for  the  mules  could  be 
purchased.  All  tokens  were  acceptable  as 
gratuities  by  the  ladies  who  walked  the 
shady  side  of  the  street...  the  "shady  ladies. 
And  as  merchants,  they  occasionally  issued 
tokens  of  their  own. 

The  Trading  Post  Token 


Tokens  were 
predominantly  in 
use  by  traders  and 
trading  posts  until 
about  1930. 


With  the  influx  of  banks,  stores  and  tourists, 
the  need  for  actual  currency  became 
essential,  and  tokens  rapidly  were 
withdrawn  from  use.  Many  were  stamped 
"R"  for  "redeemed",  "C"  for  "canceled"  or 
"O"  or  simply  punch-stamped  for  "void". 


The  various  Indian  Wars  between  1855  and 
1878,  resulting  in  the  establishment  of 
reservations  for  the  California  tribes 
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Battleships 

[submitted  by  Lee  Hartz] 

lost  of  us  have  heard  over  the  years  about 
le  $2  Federal  Reserve  Bank  Note  Series  of 
918.  This  note  is  known  as  the  Battleship 
lote  because  the  central  vignette  on  the  back 
i a view  of  the  U.S.S.  New  York. 

hese  notes  are  popular  and  are  not 
specially  expensive  (at  least  in  the 
itermediate  grades).  A number  of 
ollectors  are  taken  with  them.  What  most 
ollectors  don't  realize  is  that  this  is  not  the 
inly  Battleship  note  created  in  North 
America. 

n 1900,  the  Bureau  of  Engraving  and 
Minting  designed  a $10  Silver  Certificate 
intended  as  part  of  the  Series  of  1899  - 
tlong  with  the  Black  Eagle  $1  and  the  Indian 
Dhief  $5).  It  had  a vignette  of  the  U.S. 
yiassachusetts  under  way,  at  an  angle  of 
ibout  30-45  degrees.  On  the  sides  are 
)ortraits  of  Commodore  William  Bainbridge 
md  Admiral  Stephen  Decatur  in  ovals. 

n 1901,  because  of  the  need  for  a $10 
Jnited  States  Note  (legal  tender),  it  was 
iecided  to  change  this  note  to  a U.S.  Note. 
During  that  same  time  Vice  President 
rheodore  Roosevelt  became  concerned  about 
he  plight  of  the  buffalo,  and  suggested  that 
he  note  be  changed  from  the  battleship  to 
he  note  we  know  of  as  the  $10  Series  of 
1901,  the  Bison  note.  The  portraits  were 
changed  to  those  of  the  explorers  Lewis  and 
Dlark,  and  other  nautical  designs  were 
altered. 

n 1913  the  Royal  Bank  of  Canada  issued 
lotes  similar  to  the  1918  FRBN.  It  is  a $10 
iote,  with  a vignette  of  H.M.S.  Bellerophon 
>n  the  front.  The  Bellerophon,  launched  in 


1907,  was  a dreadnought  battleship  on  the 
Tremeraire  class. 


txci..ax;rn3rrrv 
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Comparison  of  the  two  notes  show  that  the 
battleships  are  similar  in  style,  and  that  the 
views  of  the  two  ships  are  also  similar: 
steaming  under  way,  with  a bow  wave 
showing  water  thrust  aside  as  the  ship 
moves  through  the  water;  smoke  blowing 
straight  back  from  the  stack.  This  note  is 
tougher  to  find,  and  more  expensive  than  the 
U.S.  version. 
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Oldest  Known  Jewelry  Found 

submitted  by  Leon  Saryan 

Among  those  who  study  primitive  money, 
it's  believed  that  the  cowrie  shell,  abundant 
on  the  shores  of  the  Indian  Ocean,  was  one  of 
the  earliest  forms  of  currency.  The  shells 
pictured  here  are  about  the  same  size  as  the 
cowrie,  from  a different  but  similar  species. 
This  article  appeared  in  the  Milwaukee 
Journal  Sentinel,  taken  from  a report 
published  in  the  journal  "Science". 


These  75,000-year-old  beads,  crafted  from  shells  and 
found  in  a South  African  cave,  add  support  for  the 
theory  that  symbolic  thought  developed  very  early 
among  humans. 

Some  75,000  years  ago,  in  a stone-age  cave 
overlooking  the  ocean,  someone  collected 
shells  and  bored  holes  in  them,  producing  the 
oldest  known  evidence  that  humans  had 
fashioned  an  ornament. 

Discovery  of  the  set  of  beads  pushes  back  by 
some  30,000  years  the  first  indications  of 
the  ability  to  make  and  use  such  symbolic 
materials. 

The  find  adds  support  to  the  idea  that  such 
symbolic  thought  developed  very  early 
among  humans.  "Evidence  for  an  early  origin 
of  modern  human  behavior  has  long  remained 


elusive,"  said  Christopher  Henshilwood  of 
the  Centre  for  Development  Studies, 
University  of  Bergen,  Norway. 

The  new  find  at  Blombos  cave  on  South 
Africa's  Indian  Ocean  coast  provides  well- 
dated  evidence  of  humans  using  symbolic 
items,  "an  unambiguous  marker  of  modern 
human  behavior,"  said  Henshilwood,  lead 
researcher  in  the  study. 

Some  researchers  have  argued  that  the 
ability  to  use  symbolism  did  not  arrive  until 
later  in  human  development,  after  people  had 
migrated  from  Africa  to  the  middle  East  and 
Europe. 

The  previously  oldest  known  human 
ornaments  are  perforated  teeth  and  eggshell 
beads  from  Bulgaria  and  Turkey,  dated 
41,000  to  43,000  years  old,  and  40,000- 
year-old  ostrich  shell  beads  from  Kenya. 

The  41  Blombos  cave  beads  were  made  from 
the  shells  of  a type  of  mollusk.  Holes  were 
bored  in  the  shells,  each  less  than  a half-inch 
across.  The  beads  show  wear  marks 
indicating  rubbing  against  thread,  string  or 
fabric  and  contain  traces  of  red  color,  either 
from  decoration  or  from  rubbing  against 
colored  materials.  They  were  found  in 
groups  of  up  to  17  beads. 

Last  year  the  same  cave  yielded  two  pieces 
of  77,000-year-old  ocher  cut  with  abstract 
patterns.  "Beads  are  a serious  matter  in 
traditional  societies,  providing  identification 
by  gender,  age,  social  class  and  ethnic 
group"  Henshilwood  said. 

The  ability  to  use  language  "must  have  been 
essential  for  sharing  and  transmitting  the 
symbolic  meaning  of  beads,  and  possibly 
other  artifacts,  within  and  beyond  the  group" 
he  said. 

★ * * 
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Boy  Scout  Goodies 

by  Gene  Johnson  #105L 

One  of  the  hot  exonumia  items  of  the  21st 
century  is  the  gathering  and  collecting  of  Boy 
Scout  memorabilia. 

Part  of  the  reason  collecting  scout  material 
is  popular  is  because  the  Boy  Scout 
organizations  are  popular,  and  scouting  goes 
back  a long  way!  This,  then,  means  that 
many,  many  grown  up  "old  scouts"  fondly 
remember  the  campfires  of  their  youth. 

Scouting  came  from  England,  where  it  was 
begun  in  around  1900  by  Robert  B.  Powell 
and  later  expanded  into  the  "Boy  Brigade"  in 
both  England  and  here  in  America.  The 
American  national  organization  was  formed 
in  about  1910. 

From  this  start,  several  branches  sprung 
outward,  one  militaristic  and  a couple  others 
less  war-like.  In  1916  a federal  charter 
was  formally  put  in  place  and  there  was  only 
one  boy  scout  organization. 

There  has  been  a wealth  of  scouting 
exonumia  created  over  the  years  in  addition 
to  the  patches,  badges  and  awards  that  the 
organization  uses  in  its  programs. 

While  I do  not 
collect  scouting 
"do-dads"  myself 
I often  pick  up 
items  for  scout 
collecting  friends 
and  I do  have  a 
couple  of  nice 
items  in  my 
eclectic  token  and 
medal  collections. 


One  prideful  piece  is  a 1927  pinback  from 
one  of  the  many  scout  roundups  back  in  the 
days  of  the  horse  era  in  commerce  and 
transit.  At  this  writing,  I have  not  seen 
another  pinback  like  it,  although  I have  been 
collecting  pinbacks  for  over  40  years,  and 
my  pin  collection  numbers  in  the  thousands. 

Another  not  as 
rare  scout 
piece  is  a brass 
token  souvenir 
struck  for  the 
Western 
Cartridge 
Company, 
remembering 
the  national 
scout  jamboree 
of  1937. 


Piasa  Bird  Council  1 12 
Boy  Scouts  of  America 
The  National 
JAMBOREE/  1937 
Compliments  Western 
Cartridge  Co. 

The  Piasa  bird  struck 
on  the  reverse  of  the 
token  shown  above  is 
surely  unique! 

In  the  mid-1960s,  the  basement  of  our  home 
was  the  meeting  site  of  a girl  scout  troop, 
my  wife  was  the  assistant  scout  person.  We 
remember  and  recall  those  bi-gone  days  with 
photographs  of  those  happy  children. 

Our  local  scout  organizations  today  include 
boy  scout  troops  sponsored  by  various 
churches  and  schools,  girl  scouts,  cub 
scouts,  pioneer  scouts  and  Weblos. 


Boy  Scout  1928  Pinback 
(green  on  yellow 
3.0  centimeters) 
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Sadly,  in  recent  years  homosexuals  have 
attempted  to  obtain  leadership  positions  in 
the  Boy  Scouts,  and  when  rebuffed  by  both 
local  and  national  scout  leadership,  have 
convinced  some  financial  backers  of  scouting 
to  withhold  supporting  funds. 

In  an  era  of  space  travel,  incredible 
communications,  television,  video  and  a 
hundred  other  distractions,  there  is  still  a 
strong  desire  by  youngsters  and  parents 
alike  to  "rough  it"  a little,  in  the  time 
honored  organization  of  scouting. 


Civil  War  Storecards 
of  Wisconsin 

by  Robert  Kraft  #1447 

Civil  War  Storecards  of  Wisconsin  were  fiat 
money.  A shortage  of  circulating  monies 
(precipitated  by  the  war)  brought  about  an 
entrepreneurial  creation  of  this  substitute 
media  of  exchange.  The  merchant  tokens, 
jgether  with  numerous  patriotic  tokens, 
were  used  during  the  Civil  War  period  by 
merchants  throughout  the  north.  Their  use 
was  rather  prolific  in  states  like  New  York, 
Michigan,  Indiana,  Pennsylvania,  Ohio  and 
Illinois.  Use  was  very  limited  in  border 
states  and  the  south.  All  use  was  negated  by 
formal  action  of  the  government  in  1864; 
their  use  was  prohibited...  the  use  had  been 
abused. 

To  collectors  of  exunomia,  Wisconsin  cards 
are  quite  popular;  Wisconsin  is  considered  a 
very  collectible  state.  188  merchants  from 
47  Wisconsin  communities  issued  and  used 
over  500  store  cards  of  this  type.  Several 
Wisconsin  brass  white  metal,  and  copper 
nickel  (off  metals)  pieces  do  exist.  The 
majority  were  struck  in  copper  of  a size 
approximating  the  then  new  Indian  head 


cents.  It  is  thought  that  the  tokens 
circulated  freely  during  this  period  and  were 
readily  accepted  as  an  exchange  media. 
Milwaukee's  Mossin  & Marr 
engravers/diesinkers  were  responsible  for 
many  of  the  Wisconsin  pieces.  Engravers 
Lanphear  (Cincinnati)  and  Childs  (Chicago) 
were  also  active  in  Wisconsin. 


Ernest  Westrich  and  his  Rare  Token 
from  Perkinstown,  Wisconsin 


by  W.  David  Perkins  #1700 

In  August  1996,  I was 
successful  in  acquiring  a 
very  rare  token  from 
Perkinstown,  Wisconsin. 
This  token  was  offered 
by  Charles  E.  Kirtley  in 


/ 
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the  1996  ATCO  Token  Ernest  Westrich 

Auction  Sale  133,  Lot  1246.  Perkinstown,  Wis. 
Prior  to  the  sale  I was  told  by 
Mr.  Kirtley  that  the  token  had  been  reported 
a few  years  earlier  (around  1992). 


Gerald  Johnson,  on  page  235  in  his  book 
"Trade  Tokens  of  Wisconsin"  lists  this  piece 
as  follows: 


PERKINSTOWN  (TAYLOR) 

1.  ERNEST  WESTRICH/PERKINSTOWN,  WIS. 
GOOD  FOR/50/IN  TRADE  22m  Brass  Round 


My  initial  interest  in  this  lot  was  for  the 
town  name,  Perkinstown.  One  of  my 
collecting  interests  is  tokens,  medals  and 
counterstamps  with  my  last  name  (Perkins) 
on  them.  I also  have  a strong  interest  in 
learning  as  much  as  I can  about  each  token 
that  I acquire.  In  this  case,  I was  interested 
in  the  issuer  of  this  token,  Ernest  Westrich, 
and  more  importantly  what  I could  learn 
about  who  the  town  of  Perkinstown  was 
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named  after.  (My  assumption  that  it  was 
named  after  a Perkins...)  Perkinstown 
Wisconsin  is  located  more-or-less  in  north 
central  Wisconsin,  inside  a triangle  formed 
by  the  cities  of  Chippewa  Falls,  Ladysmith 
and  Medford  in  what  appears  from  the  map  to 
be  the  Chequamegon  National  Forest. 
Perkinstown  is  in  Taylor  County,  Wisconsin. 

Around  1997  I began  my  research  by 
searching  the  Internet.  I located  a web  site 
and  electronic  bulletin  board  focused  on 
Taylor  County,  Wisconsin  and  was  able  to 
post  my  inquiry  for  information  on  this 
website.  The  Webmaster  and  owner  of  the 
site  was  kind  enough  to  respond  to  my 
posting  and  gave  me  some  ideas  and  names  to 
contact.  I wrote  a few  letters,  but  had  no 
luck  in  finding  answers  to  my  questions.  In 
January  2000  I posted  to  GenForum  (one  of 
my  favorite  genealogy  websites).  I finally 
had  some  luck  in  my  searching  when  a 
descendant  of  the  Westrich  family,  sent  me 
an  e-mail  note  dated  March  4,  2000: 

"Perkinstown  is  very  small,  not  really  even 
a village.  More  like  a bar  and  a gas  station. 

I don't  think  they  ever  had  a library.  I'm  not 
sure  where  else  you  could  get  additional 
information  on  Perkinstown." 

This  same  relative  posted  three  obituaries  on 
the  Internet  as  a result  of  my  request,  one 
for  Ernest  Westrich  and  the  two  others  for 
his  parents.  According  to  the  obituaries, 

Fred  Westrich  (sic.),  Sr.,  father  of  Ernest 
Westrich,  was  born  in  Bavaria,  Germany,  in 
1845.  He  brought  his  family  to  the  United 
States  in  1886  (a  time  in  history  when  many 
Germans  migrated  to  Wisconsin)  and  took  up 
homestead  at  Perkinstown  that  same  year.... 
He  is  numbered  among  the  pioneers  and  is 
well  and  favorably  known.  Fred  Westrick 
(Westrich),  Sr.  died  July  18,  1905. 


Catherine  Westrich,  Ernest's  mother,  was 
born  at  Geinsweiler,  Germany,  and  per  her 
obituary,  was  74  years  old  when  she  died  on 
October  5,  1920.  "Fifty  two  years  ago  she 
was  married  to  Fred  Westrich,  Sr.  and  in  1886 
they  came  to  this  county  and  soon  settled  at 
Perkinstown,  where  she  has  since  resided.  Six 
sons  and  four  daughters  survive  her,  including 
Ernest  Westrich  of  Perkinstown.  " 

Most  importantly  as  it  pertains  to  my 
research,  she  posted  the  obituary  for  Ernest 
Westrich,  our  token  issuer.  The  obituary 
offers  clues  into  what  business  the  token 
was  used.  Following  is  the  obituary  as 
posted: 

ERNEST  WESTRICH  OBITUARY  d.  January  1 , 
1971  (posted  by  Sara  Nuernberger  on 
3/1/2000. 

"Funeral  Held  Monday  for  Ernest  Westrich  -- 
Ernest  Westrich  Sr.,  82,  Medford,  a retired 
sawmill  operator  in  Perkinstown,  died  Friday  at 
Memorial  hospital,  Medford,  where  he  had  been 
hospitalized  for  several  days. 

Funeral  services  were  conducted  here  Monday 
afternoon  at  Ruesch  funeral  home  with  Rev. 
Warren  Behling  officiating.  Interment  took  place 
in  the  Perkinstown  Community  Cemetery,  town  of 
Grover. 

Mr.  Westrich  was  born  December  12,  1888,  In 
the  town  of  Grover  and  received  his  education  In 
area  schools.  He  was  employed  in  farming  and 
owned  and  operated  his  own  sawmill  in  the 
Perkinstown  area  for  25  years.  He  also  operated 
a garage  and  gas  station  at  Perkinstown  until 
1950  when  he  moved  to  the  city  of  Medford.  For 
14  years  he  owned  and  operated  a building 
moving  company,  retiring  in  1962. 

Active  in  county  affairs,  Mr.  Westrich  served  as 
a member  of  the  Grover  town  board  for  ten  years 
and  six  years  with  the  Taylor  county  board  of 
supervisors  as  Grover  chairman.  He  was  a 
member  of  St.  Paul's  Ev.  Lutheran  Church  of 
Medford. 
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His  marriage  to  Edna  Dufield,  who  preceded  him 
in  death  March  4,  1918,  took  place  March  11, 
1908,  at  Medford.  He  married  Bessie  Singleton, 
who  survives,  on  November  2,  1919. 

Other  survivors  include  11  daughters,  lola,  Mrs. 
Albert  Meyer,  Hazel,  Mrs.  Herman  Meyer,  Mrs. 
Kathryn  Demi,  Lucille,  Mrs.  Harvey  Drager,  Rita, 
Mrs.  Kenneth  Emmerich  and  Carol,  Mrs. 

Lawrence  Meyer  of  Medford,  Marjorie,  Mrs. 
Charles  Voneinem  of  Nekoosa,  Beatrice,  Mrs. 
Robert  Andrews  of  Necedah,  Christine,  Mrs.  Leo 
Senski  of  Edgar,  Ida,  Ms.  Raymond  Frahmann  of 
Muskego  and  Elenor,  Mrs.  Edward  Olszewski  of 
Cudahy;  four  sons,  Ernest  Westrich  Jr.,  of 
Caledonia,  Donald  of  Medford,  LeRoy  of  Necedah 
and  Orland  of  Menomonee  Falls,  89  grandchildren 
and  43  great  grandchildren.  Two  daughters,  one 
son,  four  sisters  and  five  brothers  also  preceded 
him  in  death. 

(The  Star  News,  Thursday,  January  7,  1971, 
Medford,  Wl)" 

Thus  we  learn  Ernest  Westrich  was  born  in 
1888,  and  lived  in  Perkinstown  area  until 
1950.  Although  there  is  no  way  to  know  for 
sure,  the  token  appears  to  have  been  used 
either  with  the  sawmill,  his  garage  and/or 
the  gas  station.  The  token  was  probably 
issued  between  1900  and  1950. 

It  is  hard  to  tell  from  the  obituary  if  his 
building  moving  business  was  located  in 
Perkinstown  or  Medford,  Wisconsin.  There 
is  another  reference  to  his  building  moving 
company...  The  following  e-mail  note 
contains  a short,  but  fun  story  relative  to 
Ernest  Westrich's  house  moving  business: 

"....I  was  born  and  raised  in  Perkinstown  and 
Bessie  and  Ernest  Westrich  were  friends  and 
neighbors  of  my  grandparents.  The 
Westrich's  moved  their  house  (actually 
moved  their  house!)  20  miles  away  to 
Medford.  I was  a very  young  girl,  but  I can 
still  see  that  house  going  down  the  road!" 

Also  in  the  e-mail  note: 

"Yes,  there  is  a rumor  that  Perkinstown  was 


named  after  a Perkins  and  if  I dig  deep  enough  in 
some  of  my  books  I probably  have  the  story 
there..." 

There  remain  many  unanswered  questions 
(including  the  origin  of  the  naming  of 
Perkinstown,  Wisconsin)  pertaining  to  this 
very  rare  token,  but  we  have  managed  to 
shed  some  light  on  it.  For  now,  the  token 
issued  by  Ernest  Westrich  rests  in  a safety 
deposit  box  waiting  to  learn  more  about  its 
origins. 

Should  any  N.O.W.  News  reader  have  more 
information  on  this  token,  I would  appreciate 
hearing  from  you.  I can  be  contacted  at 
wdperki@attglobal.net. 

* * * 
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BUYING  WISCONSIN 
NATIONALS 

(Trades  also  considered) 

Also  buying  tokens  from  SW  Wis. 

Please  Contact  me  ANYTIME 

Bob  McNeill 

P.O.Box  301  608-935-5021 

Dodgeville,  WI  53533  608-553-502 1 (cell) 

ragpicker@verizon.net 
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^ Coin  Club  Meetings 


Antioch,  IL  Coin  Club 

Meets  at  7:30  on  the  3rd  Monday  of  each  month  at 
Antioch  Library,  757  Main  St,  Antioch,  IL.  Contact: 
James  Koutsoures  847-395-0599. 

Barron  County  Coin  Club 

Meets  at  8:00  p.m.  on  the  2nd  Thursday  of  each  month 
at  the  School  Administration  Bldg.,  700  Augusta  St., 
Rice  Lake.  Contact  Barron  County  Coin  Club,  P.O.  Box 
256,  Chetek,  Wl  54728. 

Chippewa  Valley  Coin  Club 

Meets  at  7:00  on  the  1st  Thursday  of  each  month  in 
basement  of  Parks  Rec.  Bldg.,  1300  IstAve.  in  Eau 
Claire.  E-mail  54701.com/coinclub  or  PO  Box  2140 
Eau  Claire,  Wl  54702. 

Fishbowl  Wooden  Nickel  Coin  Club 

Meets  the  3rd  Thursday  (April-October);  at  the  Siren 
Sr.  Center,  23943  State  Road  35,  Siren,  7:00  traders; 
8:00  business  meeting.  Contact  Gary  Schauls,  2702 
150th  St.,  Luck,  Wl  54853-3811.  Ph.  715-472-2002. 

Fond  du  Lac  Coin  Club 

Meets  on  the  2nd  Tuesday  (May  thru  Sept.)  at  the 
Senior  Center  East  2nd  Street  in  Fond  du  Lac.  Contact 
Fond  du  Lac  Coin  Club,  PO  Box  254,  Oshkosh,  Wl 
54903. 

Fox  Valley  Coin  Club 

Meets  at  7:30  the  1st  and  3rd  Tuesday  of  each  month 
at  Prime  Time  Club,  11150  Valley  Road,  Menasha. 

Kenosha  Coin  Club 

Meets  at  7:30  on  the  1st  Thursday  of  each  month 
(except  July  & August)  at  3030  39th  Ave,  Kenosha. 
Contact:  Jerry  Binsfeld  262-657-4653. 

Kettle  Moraine  Coin  & Stamp  Club 

Meets  at  7:30  on  the  2nd  Thursday  of  each  month  at 
Silverbrook  Middle  School,  120  N.  Silverbrook  Drive  in 
West  Bend  Youth  meeting  at  6:30.  Contact:  Dave 
Hunsicker  262-338-6064. 

Lake  County  Coin  Club 

Meets  at  7:00  the  1st  Tuesday  of  each  month  at  the 
Warren  Township  Library,  O’Plaine  Rd.,  Gurnee,  IL 
Contact:  Leslie  Hanulla  847-662-1955. 

Madison  Coin  Club 

Meets  at  7 00  on  the  2nd  Monday  of  each  month  in 
Zimbrick  Buick  Community  meeting  room.  Contact  Tom 
Galway.  Phone  608-238- 1722. 


Manitowoc  Coin  Club 

No  regular  monthly  meetings.  An  annual  coin  show  is 
held  in  February.  Contact  Al  Hrudka  920-775-4979. 

Milwaukee  Numismatic  Society 

Meets  at  7:00  on  the  3rd  Thursday  of  each  month  at  the 
Mayfair  Mall  Community  Room,  2500  N.  Mayfair  Road  in 
Wauwatosa  (use  #2  entrance,  east  side  of  mall).  Contact 
W.  Weis,  414-384-7966. 

Nicolet  Coin  Club 

Meets  at  7:30  on  the  2nd  & 4th  Tuesday  at  Stein  Supper 
Club,  126  S.  Adams  in  Green  Bay. 

Northwoods  Stamp  & Coin  Club 

Contact  the  club  at  P.O.  Box  126,  Rhinelander,  Wl 
54501. 

Ozaukee  Coin  Club 

Meets  at  7:00  on  the  2nd  Thursday  at  the  Rose  Harms 
Legion  Post,  1540  13th  Ave.  in  Grafton,  (new  location). 
Contact  Ozaukee  Coin  Club,  P.O.  Box  832,  Cedarburg, 

Wl  53012. 

Racine  Numismatic  Society 

Meets  at  7:30  on  the  2nd  Thursday  at  Castlewood 
Restaurant  in  Racine.  Contact  George  Conrad 
266-634-0833. 

Rockford  Area  Coin  Club 

Contact:  Rockford  Area  Coin  Club,  c/o  Darrell  Schultz, 
P.O.  Box  294,  Cherry  Valley,  IL  61016. 

Sheboygan  Coin  Club 

Meets  at  7:00  every  other  Tuesday  at  Maple  Lanes, 

3107  S.  Business  Dr.,  in  Sheboygan.  Contact  She- 
boygan Coin  Club,  PO  Box  907,  Sheboygan,  Wl  53081 

South  Shore  Coin  Club 

Meets  at  7:30  p.m.  on  the  2nd  Tuesday  of  each  month 
at  St.  Roman’s  Church  Annex,  20th  & Bolivar  in 
Milwaukee.  Contact  Walter  Weis  414-384-7966. 

Waukesha  Coin  Club 

Meets  at  7:00  p.m.  on  the  1st  Wednesday  of  each  month 
at  the  Waukesha  Salvation  Army  offices  at  445  Madison 
St.,  Waukesha.  Contact  Forrest  Schumacher,  2300 
Avalon  Drive,  Waukesha,  Wl  53186. 

Wisconsin  Dells  Area  Numismatic  Group 

Meets  the  4th  Sunday  of  each  month  at  Chula  Vista 
Resort,  Wis.  Dells.  6:30  social  hour;  7:00  presentation. 
Contact  Joe  Kaminski  608-254-7908. 

Wisconsin  Valley  Coin  Club 

Meets  at  7:30  on  the  1st  & 3rd  Tuesday  of  each  month  at 
the  Liberty  Bell  Coin  Shop,  130  N.  3rd  Ave.,  Wausau. 
Contact  Thad  Streeter,  715-355-5437  or 
Bryn  Kruse  715-842-9226 
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Brokering  • Appraising  • Counseling 
Buying  and  Selling 
Rare  Coins  • Silver  • Collections 
Gold  • Diamonds  • Scrap 


VOECKS' 

FOX  VALLEY  COIN 


A Division  of  Voecks  Ent.  Inc. 


Fritz  Voecks,  Pres. 


103  E.  Kimberly  Ave. 
Kimberly,  Wl  54136-1402 
Office  (920)731-5451 
FAX  (920)788-3792 

e-mail  fritz@foxvcoin.co 


Distributor  for  Whitman  Coin  Products 
Wholesale  / Retail  / Mail  Order 

Chief  Coin  & Supply  Co. 

Buy  / Sell/  Trade 
U.S.,  Canadian  & World  Coins 
Tokens  / New  & Used  Coin  Supplies 


P.O.  Box  254 
Oshkosh,  Wl  54903-0254 


Randy  Miller 

Phone  920-231-6161 
FAX  920-231-6122 
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American 

Rarities 

We  Pay  Top  Dollar 
For  Your 
Coin  Collections 


The  Nation  s #1  Rare  Coin  Buyer 

Call  Toll  Free  800-622-5680 

P.O.  Box  11277 
Boulder,  CO  80301 


Coin  Collections  Wanted 

Nation's  Strongest  Cash  Buyer 
We  buy  almost  everything 
We  Travel 

We'll  make  you  a serious  offer 

American  Rarities  Coin  Company 

Get  your  free  information  packet. 

Call  Mr.  Zivi  8006225680 
warren  @ americanrarities.com 


Gary's 

Coins  & Stamps 

Buy  - Sell  - Trade  - Appraisals 

(Single  items  or  complete  collections) 


Gary  Rosencrans 
71 5-421-0822 


Coin  & Stamp  Supplies 
P.O.  Box  31  210  West  Grand  Ave. 
Wisconsin  Rapids,  Wl  54495-0031 


JIM's  COINS 


Major  buyers  ot  all  coins  and  bullion. 

Specializing  in  RARE  COINS,  mint 
ERRORS  and  OLD  RED/BLUE  books. 

Auction  download: 

www.jimscoins.net 

Full  service  coin  store  in  Madison,  Wl. 
Lower  Level,  Hilldale  Mall. 

(608)  233-2118 
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NOW 

Officers 


Numismatists  of  Wisconsin 

Holds  Life  Memerships  in 
American  Numismatic  Association 
and 

Central  States  Numismatic  Society 


President 

Vice  President 

Secretary 

Treasurer 

NOW  News  Editor 

Past  President 

Historian 


Thad  Streeter 
Mike  Schiller 
Bill  Brandimore 
Ron  Calkins 
Phyllis  Calkins 
Bill  Brandimore 
Gene  Johnson 


Board  of  Governors  (terms  begin  with  the  Spring  NOW  Show) 


2002-2004 

2003-2005 

2004-2006 

Ad  Rates 

Single 

4/Yr 

Jerry  Binsfeld 

Tom  Casper 

Cliff  Mishler 

Business  card 

$ 6 

$20 

Fred  Borgmann 

Myles  Fenske 

Bill  Oldenburg 

1/4  page 

$10 

$ 35 

Jim  Jach 

Tom  Galway 

RuthAnn  Phillips 

1/2  page 

$18 

$60 

Lee  Hartz 

Mike  Tramte 

Leon  Saryan 

Full  page 

$30 

$100 

Numismatists  of  Wisconsin 

Membership  Application 

No. 

Name Business  Name 

Address 

Street  City  State  Zip 

Phone  No. E-Mail  address 

Regular  Membership  $5  Reinstate  Membership  $5  Life  Membership  $125 

Coin  Club  Membership  $5 

Coin  Club  Address 

Send  $5  dues  and  application  to: 

NOW  Treasurer,  PO  Box  155,  Mazomanie,  Wl  53560 
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Please  send  information  on  your  upcoming  show  to  the  NOW  News  Editor.  PO  Box 
155.  Mazomanie,  WI  53560.  Include  name  of  club,  location  of  show,  dates,  hours, 
number  of  tables  and  your  show/bourse  chairman's  name,  address  and  phone. 


March  6,  2005  - Madison 

Madison  Coin  Club’s  73rd  Anniversary  Coin  Show  at 
the  Sheraton  Hotel,  706  John  Nolen  Drive.,  Madison. 
Hours:  9-4:30.  Contact  Jim  Essence,  702  N.  Midvale 
Blvd.  B-2,  Madison,  WI  53705.  Phone  608-233-2118. 

March  11-13,  2005  - Baltimore,  MD 

Baltimore  Coin  & Currency  Convention.  Contact 
Edward  Kuszmar  Phone:  561-392-8551. 

March  13,  2005  - Brookfield 

Waukesha  Coin  Club’s  36th  Annual  Coin  Show  at 
American  Legion  Hall,  3245  N.  124th  Street, 
Brookfield.  Hours:  9:00-5:00  p.m.  Contact  Forrest 
Schumacher  262-542-3934. 

March  18-20,  2005  - Rosemont,  IL 

Chicago  Paper  Money  Exposition,  Holiday  Inn  O’Hare, 
5440  North  River  Rd.,  Contact:  Kevin  Foley 
Phone:  414-421-3484. 

March  20,  2005  - Appleton 

Fox  Valley  Coin  Club's  50th  Annual  Spring  Show  at 
Tornado’s  Hall,  2350  N.  Casaloma  Drive,  Appleton, 
(new  location  near  Fox  Cities  Stadium).  Hours:  9-4 
p.m.,  40  tables.  Gen.  Chm.  James  Bayer.  PO  Box  1981. 
Appleton.  WI  549 1 2- 1 98 1 . Phone:  920-739- 1 089. 

March  20,  2005  - Gurnee,  IL 

Lake  County  Coin  Show  at  Warren  Township  H.S. 
(O'Plaine  Campus)  500  N.  O'Plaine  Rd.,  Gurnee.  IL. 
Hours:  9-3  p.m.  Free  admission/  free  parking. 

March  31-April  2,  2005  - Milwaukee 

South  Shore  Coin  Club’s  41st.  Annual  Coin  Show  at 
Four  Points  Hotel  Sheraton,  Milwaukee  Airport,  4747 
S.  Howell  Ave.,  Milwaukee.  Hours:  Thurs.  3-8  p.m.. 
Fri.  10-6  p.m..  Sat.  10-4:00  p.m.  (Boy  Scout  Clinic 
7:30  a.m.).  Contact:  Walter  Weis,  3250  S . 15th  Place. 
Milwaukee.  Phone  4 14-384-7966. 


April  3,  2005  - Milan  IL 

Quad  City  Coin  Club's  Annual  Spring  Show  at  Milan 
Community  Center.  Milan,  Camden  Park.  US  Rt.  67, 
Milan.  Hours:  9-4  p.m.  80  dealer  tables. 

Bourse  Chm.  John  Brixey  309-788-8726. 

April  8-10,  2005 -ANA 

National  Money  Show  at  Crown  Center  Exhibit  Hall, 
2450  Grand  Ave.,  Kansas  City,  MO.  Contact:  ANA 
Phone:  719-632-2646;  FAX  719-634-4085. 

April  10,  2005  - Eau  Claire 

Coin  show  at  Holiday  Inn  on  Craig  Rd,  Eau  Claire. 

April  17,  2005  - Wausau 

Wisconsin  Valley  Coin  Show  at  the  Park  Inn,  2101  N. 
Mountain  Road.  Wausau.  Hours:  9-5  p.m.  40  dealer 
tables.  Show  Chm.  Thad  Streeter,  5002  Tanya  St., 
Shofield,  WI  54476.  Phone:  715-355-5437. 

April  22-24,  2005  - Rosemont,  IL 

Chicago  Intnl.  Coin  Fair  at  Holiday  Inn  O' Hare,  5440 
North  River  Rd.,  Rosemont,  IL.  Contact:  Kevin 
Foley,  Phone:  414-421-3484. 

April  23,  2005  - Sheboygan 

Sheboygan  Coin.  Stamp  & Postcard  Show  at  She- 
boygan Falls  Municipal  Hall,  375  Buffalo  St., 
Sheboygan.  40  tables.  Contact  Ed  Rautmann.  P.O. 
Box  907,  Sheboygan.  WI  53082.  Ph.  920-893-5874. 

May  1,  2005  - Green  Bay 

Nicolet  Coin  Club's  Show  at  Comfort  Suites/Rock 
Garden,  1951  Bond  St.,  Green  Bay.  Hours:  9-4  p.m.; 
32  tables.  Bourse  Chm.  Roger  Bohn.  1345  Ponderosa 
Ave.,  Green  Bay.  WI  54313.  Ph:  920-499-7035. 

May  5-8,  2005  - Central  States 

CSNS  66th  Anniversary  Convention  at  America's 
Center,  701  Convention  Plaza,  St.  Louis,  MO. 

Contact:  Jerry  Lebo.  PO  Box  841.  Logansport,  IN 
46947.  Ph:  574-753-2489. 

May  20-21,  2005  - NOW 

NOW  45th  Anniversary  Event,  hosted  by  Chet  Krause 
at  Iola.  Hours:  Fri.  2-6  p.m.;  Sat.  9-6. 

Show  Chm.  Cliff  Mishler  (715-445-5050) 

Bourse  Chm.  Joel  Edler  (715-445-2214). 
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June  11,  2005  - Rice  Lake 

Barron  County  Coin  Show  at  Cedar  Mall,  2900  S.  Main 
Street,  Rice  Lake.  Hours:  9-4  p.m.  Bourse  Chair:  Sue 
Peterson,  PO  Box  362,  Rice  Lake,  WI  54868. 

June  23-26,  2005  - Rosemont,  IL 

MidAmerica  Coin  Expo  at  Donald  Stephens  Conven- 
tion Center.  Contact:  Kevin  Foley  414-421-3484. 

July  27-31,  2005  - ANA 

ANA  World's  Fair  of  Money  Convention  in  San 
Francisco,  CA.  (new  location)  Contact:  ANA  Conven- 
tion Dept.  719-632-2646. 

August  6,  2005  - Siren 

Fishbowl  Wooden  Nickel  Coin  Show  at  Siren  Senior 
Center,  23943  State  Rd.  35.  Siren,  WI  54872.  Bourse 
chm.  Lauerna  Petersen.  P.O.  Box  108,  Frederic,  WI 
54837. 

August  12-14,  2005  - Baltimore,  MD 

Baltimore  Coin  & Currency  Convention.  Contact  Ed 
Kuszmar  Ph:  561-392-8551. 

Aug.  21,  2005  - Fond  du  Lac 

Fond  du  Lac  Coin  Club's  annual  show  at  Holiday  Inn, 
625  W.  Rolling  Meadows  Dr.,  Fond  du  Lac  (new 
location).  Hours:  9-4  pm.  Contact:  Chief  Supply,  PO 
Box  254,  Oshkosh,  WI  54903-0254. 

September  18,  2005  - Rockford,  IL 

Rockford  Area  Coin  Club’s  98th  Semi-Annual  Show  at 
Holiday  Inn,  Rockford.  55  tables.  Hours:  9-4  p.m. 
Bourse  Chm.  Don  Smith,  100  W.  Main,  Rockton,  IL 
61072.  Phone  815-624-0422. 

October  2,  2005  - Milwaukee 

Milwaukee  Numismatic  Society’s  Annual  Coin  Show  at 
the  American  Serb  Memorial  Hall,  5101  W.  Oklahoma 
Ave.,  Milwaukee.  Hours:  9-4  p.m.  65  dealers.  Bourse 
Info:  David  Hunsicker  262-338-6064. 

October  23,  2005  - Cedarburg 

Ozaukee  Coin  Club’s  1st  show  at  Circle  B Recreation, 
6261  Hwy.  60,  Cedarburg  (Hwy.  60  & I).  Hours:  9-4 
p.m.  Show  Contact:  John  Helm  262-376-9503  or  Nets 
Olsen  262-376-5182. 

October  30,  2005  - Elgin,  IL 

Elgin  Coin  Club’s  43rd  Annual  Show  at  V.F.W.  Post 
1307,  1601  Weld  Rd.,  Elgin.  Hours:  9-3  p.m.  32  tables. 
Contact:  Don  Cerny,  P.O.  Box  561,  So.  Elgin.  I L 60 177. 


November  6,  2005  - Madison 

Madison  Fall  Coin  Show  at  the  Sheraton  Hotel,  706 
John  Nolen  Dr.,  Madison.  Hours:  9-4  p.m.  50  tables. 
Show  Chm.  Mike  Keatley  Ph.  920-484-3 1 44  after  5. 

November  11-13,  2005  - Baltimore,  MD 

Baltimore  Coin  & Currency  Convention.  Contact  Ed 
Kuszmar  Ph.  56 1 -392-855 1 . 

February  19,  2006  - Oshkosh 

Numismatic  Research  Society’s  23rd  Annual  Show. 

9-5  p.m.  Contact  Numismatic  Research  Society, 

PO  Box  254,  Oshkosh.  WI  54902. 

March  12,  2006  - Brookfield 

Waukesha  Coin  Club's  37th  Annual  Show  at  American 
Legion  Hall,  3245  N.  124th  Street,  Brookfield.  Hours: 
9-3  p.m.  Contact:  Forrest  Schumacher  262-543-3934. 

2006  - ANA 

Denver,  CO  (date  to  be  announced) 

February  18,  2007  - Oshkosh 

Numismatic  Research  Society  ‘s  24th  annual  Coin 
Show.  Contact  Numismatic  Research  Society,  P.O.  Box 
254,  Oshkosh,  WI  54902. 

March  11,  2007  - Brookfield 

Waukesha  Coin  Club’s  38th  Annual  Coin  Show  at 
American  Legion  Hall,  3245  N.  124th  St.  Brookfield. 
Contact:  Forrest  Schumacher  Ph:  262-542-3934. 

May  3-6,  2007  - Central  States 

St.  Louis,  MO 

2007  - NOW 

Numismatists  of  Wisconsin’s  47th  Annual  Show 
hosted  by  Madison  Coin  Club,  (date  to  be  announced). 

August  2007  - ANA 

Milwaukee,  WI  (date  to  be  announced). 

February  17, 2008  - Oshkosh 

Numismatic  Research  Society’s  25th  Anniversary  Coin 
Show.  Contact  Numismatic  Research  Society.  PO  Box 
254,  Oshkosh,  WI  54902. 

August  20-24,  2008  - ANA 

St.  Louis,  MO. 
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